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MARCH 22, 1974 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


CORPIPSS EEA 

United States (U.S.) Vice Consul JOHN S. PATTERSON, U. S. 

Consulate General (Con.Gen.), Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico 
disappeared 3/22/74. Victim observed departing Con.Gen. at 
approximately 10:55 a.m. accompanied by unidentified 

individual with whom he appeared acquainted. Departed in 

1973 International Harvester Travel-All of the Con.Gen., 
which was located in Hermosillo, 3/23/74. Victim also observed 
between 12:00 and 12:30 p.m., 3/22/74 in vehicle apparently 
accompanied by same unidentified individual. Description and 
artist's conception of this individual set forth. Ransom note 

was found at Con.Gen. indicating PATTERSON had been kidnaped 

by the “People's Liberation Army of Mexico" and a ransom of 
$500,000 was demanded. ‘Ransom was to be made in two payments 

of $250,000 each by victim's wife, Liew b6 
First payment was to have been made at 8:00 acme, b7C 
3/24/74 at Fray Marcus de Niza Hotel, Nogales, Sonora, Mexico Pe 
on the’. S.-Mexican border. No contact was made at this time. 
hoenix Agents of FBI 












provided coverage in 

Nogales, Arizona. Second payment was to have been made ‘at 

Airport Holiday Inn, Mexico City, Federal District, on following 
i 


= | ~ontact made. No contact to date received from victim. 


Sources whose identities are cuncealed 
herein have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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| On March 26, 1974, the third confidential source ee 
abroad furnished the following information: 
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b7E 





color. This vehicle subsequently was recovered the 
morning of March 23, 1974 at Hermosillo. 


70 =t = Sethe first confidential source stated that the 
kidnaping of PATTERSON may be in retaliation of recent 
arrests by Mexican authorities at Esperanza, Sonora of 
five members of a group belonging to_the Twenty-Third of 
eptember Communist Leaoye (SCL). | | b6 





b7C 
b7D 

has been developed by U.S. Embassy, Mexico officials 

indicating SCL involvement. 

The first confidential source abroad advised 

that there is no identifiable information with the People's 

1965 when this group, led by ARTURO GAMIZ GARCIA, attacke 

a Mexican Army garrison at Madera,Chihuanua./ During this 

attack, GAMIZ and most.of his followers were killed. 

io first confidentia ource abroad ag OO t 
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The second confidential source abroad furnished 
the following information on March 26, 1974: 
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—GONFIDÐENTIAĪ On March 23, 1974, a confidential source abroad | 
advised that the United States Embassy, Mexico City, at i 
4:05 pem. on March 22, 1974,,received information from 
Consul General ELMER EE. YE f the Consulate General, : 
Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexic6 that Vice Consul JOHN 5. 7 
PATTERSON; a recent arrival in Hermosillo, had been 
kidnaped. YELTON reported that he had been kidnaped reportedly 
by "People's Liberati Anak cam A note had been 
received believed to be in the handwriting of PATTERSON, 
demanding $500,000 in ransom. The note had been slipped 
under the door of the Consulate General on March 22, 1974. 





GONPERESTTAT- The note instructed that under no circumstances 
whatsoever were there to be any news releases concerning the 
kidnaping. The required payment of $500,000 was to be made SOA: 
in two payments. The first payment in the amount of $250,000 / 
was to be made in Nogales, Senora, Mexico. The second 

payment was to be made in Mexico City. The note instructed 
that victim's wife check into the Fray Marcus de Niza Hotel 

in order that payment could be made at 8:00 a.m., Sunday, 

March 24, 1974. The note indicated that she would be contacted 
there. The second payment instructed that victim's wife fly 

to Mexico City and check into the Holiday Inn at the airport 
where she would be contacted concerning the second payment. 

The note stated that under no circumstances would there be any 
kind of negotiations or alterations of the demands. It 
imstructed that no Mexican authorities were to be told of 

this action in any way and stated that if betrayed, the 
People's Liberation Army would be prepared to execute one 
United States official each week or a member of a United 
States official's family. 








Victim PATTERSON was last observed by the Hermosillo 
Consulate General personnel departing the Consulate at 
approximately 11:00 a.m. on March 22, 1974 accompanied by an 
unidentified individual with whom he appeared acquainted. 
Victim and the unidentified individual entered the Consulate 
vehicle, a 1973 International Harvester Travel-All, beige in 
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